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Workers at dusk stage flooring for installation.  
 
Image courtesy of Tom Bock. Copyright © 2001 - 2006 Yonkers Tribune Ltd. 
All rights reserved.  
 
PURDYS, NY -- April 22, 2006 -- It's a phrase that has become part of our modern-day 
vernacular, thanks to the ever-popular ABC-TV show, Extreme Makeover - Home 
Edition; now working feverishly in Westchester County, the family of James Arena are 
the recipients of a home makeover! Friends and family members throughout 
Westchester County and in particular, Purdys, New York, will get to scream the popular 
phrase, "Move that bus," as the Arena family returns from their week-long Disney 
World vacation on Wednesday. 
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View from across the street.  
 
Image courtesy of Tom Bock. Copyright © 2001 - 2006 Yonkers Tribune Ltd. 
All rights reserved.  
 
Yonkers Tribune followed the treatment and assistance that "Jimmy- boy", the Arena's 
four-year-old son, and their family received as he valiantly fought a brain tumor. He 
went through countless treatments and surgeries until his little body could no longer 
resist. Sadly, he passed away in their home on September 28, 2005; in his mother's 
arms. We witnessed through all this sadness, great compassion and friendship from so 
many.  
 
As time moved onward, the family spear-headed and created a philanthropic 
foundation called, Just Imagine Making Miracles Yours (J.I.M.M.Y.). It's goal is to help 
children who are ill, and their families, both financially and emotionally. As a newly 
formed charitable foundation, they are in their infancy and just getting "on their feet". 
Hopefully, the national publicity the Arenas receive with the home makeover provides 
a welcome boost for the organization!  
 
I spoke with several people from "Alure," the contracting company for the Arena 
makeover project. Sal Ferro, the owner of Alure, told me, "We will give a 100% effort 
to get the home done on time for the family and provide them with a safe, quality 
home created with a lot of love!" He explained that the eighty people from Alure are 
involved in this effort because that's who they are and what they are about. The 
publicity doesn't matter. What a terrific testimonial to all the participants.  
 
When I arrived, the foundation, comprised of a special quick setting concrete blend 
had been poured and was setting. Flooring beams were being staged to be installed 
once the concrete was tested and found to be capable of sustaining weight. Framing 
would begin sometime during the early morning hours. With construction vehicles 
continually coming, dropping supplies, and leaving the site of the Arena's new home, I 
went across the street and asked a neighbor what she thought of all this? She told me 
it was an inconvenience, but she didn't care! She explained it was a lot of fun, it helps 
the family, it's only for one week, and it adds to their community. That seemed to be 
the general concensus of the people I spoke with.  
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 Lawrence Hospital Center

 

 
I spent some time with Mike Balkind, a novelist from Katonah, and a basement 
designer with Alure. He explained, "My only concern is that the family has a better life 
because of our efforts. Actually, that's pretty much how everyone here feels about 
what we're doing." He further explained that throughout this project, there will be 
some 400 or more people helping in some way. He enlisted help from a local 
landscaper friend, TRD Landscaping Design for this project. He told his friend he'll 
either love him or hate him by the time he was finished. Then he laughed and said 
that's how it goes with everybody.  
 
I met a Mr. Peters from Queens at the V.I.P. location, who was here with his family. 
Their home in Queens had been destroyed by fire, forcing his wife, five children, and 
himslef into a hotel. After numerous months of being homeless, Extreme Makeover - 
Home Edition, Alure, and crews built his family a new home. He was here to show the 
Arena family and all of the workers his support for them and what they were doing. He 
added that their home was great and very comfortable.  
 
There will be more coverage of the amazing event - The behind-the- scenes 
information, as well as the keys to the home being giving to the show's host Ty 
Pennington (Tuesday evening), and the final reveal, when everyone shouts, "Move 
that bus!" (Wednesday between 2pm and 4pm). We'll be there, hopefully so can you. 
If you can't, stay tuned and we'll bring it to you. 

Posted on Saturday, April 22 @ 13:00:00 PDT by ehezi
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Re: 'Busdriver, Move That Bus!' By Tom Bock (Score: 0) 
by Anonymous on Saturday, April 22 @ 21:46:09 PDT

can't see the pictures
 
 
[ Reply to This ] 
 

 

Re: 'Busdriver, Move That Bus!' By Tom Bock (Score: 0) 
by Anonymous on Sunday, April 23 @ 07:55:32 PDT

We're sure they'll fix the pictures. The story is still a nice one even though the pictures aren't showing. This sounds like something nice is 
finally happening to this family. Please send them our love and you guys keep up the good work.
 
 
[ Reply to This ] 
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